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Theme:  Going Green!       Printed on 10% recycled paper 

BLS Events Calendar-  

Meets every 3rd Thursday of the 

month  

9:00-10:30am  RSVP requested 727-

644-7472 

Panera Bread, Largo Mall, Largo 

11.5% Florida Unemployment 

rate (November 2009) continues to climb  

March 2009 was the debut of BLS Professionals in 

Transition, a support group of professionals under 

COECHA Partners in Care committee. Participants 

are encouraged to attend who are unemployed, 

pending a lay off or downsize or interested in bring-

ing leads for participants.  In 2009 we met two times 

a month to share thoughts, ideas and challenges in 

the healthcare job search process. The goal is to 

provide a supportive, resourceful and sharing envi-

ronment while participants are in transition.  

 The focus of every meeting is job seeker 

needs.  BLS Benefits/Perks for job seekers: 

 Job Bank on BLS website www.blspinellas.org 

1)  Hot Job Openings posted by BLS Employers 

(Employers- Please utilize this great service) 

2) Opportunity to post your resume or professional 

summary on Job Bank for members  

3) Internal leads & feedback from members 

 Extended free membership for current BLS mem-

bers for the remainder of the calendar year     

 Quick access to the Events Calendar to check 

Professionals in Transitions meeting schedule & 

other vibrant networking events/meetings for each 

month.  

  Election of having a òBLS Buddyó to sup-

port you during your transition 

  Ready access to search engines, hiring 

info, community pulse from current peers. 

  Check out our table at every Consortium 

meeting for further info. 

 We had 27 professionals participating in 

2009. Diverse candidate experience includes nursing, 

marketing professionals from multiple healthcare and 

insurance organizations, Community Education Liai-

son, Attorney, Executive Management, Vice-

President/COO, Social Worker, Geriatric and Alz-

heimerõs professionals, and support staff.   

 We appreciate the host hospitality, which 

made our meetings informal and personal: Harmony 

Home Health, ResCare, Heron House, BonSecours 

Home Health and The Palms of Largo.  

 BLS Employers please consider utiliz-

ing the free Jobs Bank service for your open 

positions.  

 What a great cost effective value for you to 

post your openings. Thank you. 

 Happy New Year!  We look forward to 

seeing you in 2010!  

Let us know how we can assist you through BLS 

Professionals in Transition. 

Ginny Moore, Chair, cybervisuals@hotmail.com 

Bonnie Tilbe, Vice-Chair, (bl_tilbe@yahoo.com 

 The BLS BUGLE 

Next BLS Consortium:  February 12, 2010 at Palazza DiOroé.See page 10.  

May 14 at Mease Manor in Dunedin, August 13 & November 12, Locations TBA.  

Spring 2010  

  BLS Professionals in Transition 2009-2010  



 

Letter from the President  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

President  ð Shelly Ballard 

727-417-6107, shelly@roothlaw.com 

Vice President ð Lori Wood 

727-210-1414, Lwood@seniorhelpers.com 

Secretary  ð Marsha Wilson 

727-577-7990, marsha_wilson@bshsi.org 

Immediate Past President ð Kirsten Ireson  

727-692-9863, kirstenireson@yahoo.com 

AAA Liaison ð Helen King 

727-570-9696 ext 210, kingh@elderaffairs.org 

Director At Large ð Sheryl Hanson 

727-773-6623, Sherylhanson@thehospice.org 

Director At Large ð Beth Harvard 727-446-0930,  

bharvard@projectpeoplemovers.org 

COMMITTEES  

Information & Assistance Chair - Carol Radin 

727-893-7102, Carol.Radin@StPete.org 

    Vice-chair - Stacy Geier  

    727-210-1414, sgeier@seniorhelpers.com 

PAN Committee Chair - Henry Grierson        

727-345-4445, hgrierson@seniorhelpers.com 

     Vice-chair - Pierre LaMonde, 278-7799, 

     Pierre@seniortaxadvisorygroup.com.    

Membership Chair - Candy Goodwin 

    727-490-7370, ngoodwin@gate.net. 

    New Members Ambassador -  Carol Balduf -   

    585-8228 or cell 643-1957, cjbalduf@yahoo.com. 

    Vice-Chair - Greg Moore, 727-512-9790 

    greg@assistedlivingbenefits.com 

    New Members Receptions - Carole McLeod 

    727-347-6636 cmcleod@andersonmcqueen.com  

Public Relations Chair ñChris Bruser,  

813-464-5221, cbruser@metlife.com           

    Vice-chair - Laurie Hill 

    727-424-3429, lpc@tampabay.rr.com 

BUGLE Editor & Advertising Editor -  

Shelly Ballard, 727-417-6107, Shelly@roothlaw.com 

COECHA/Partners in Care Chair -           

LaNona Robinson, 727-341-4452,  

robinson.lanona@spcollege.edu 

    Vice-chair - Meg Mairn 

    727-547-7000, Megmairn@gmail.com    

Board of Directors  
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warranted by the Advertisers or the BLS BUGLE. The articles printed in the BLS BUGLE do not necessarily reflect the opinion 

of the Editor or the staff.  BLS cannot be held responsible for the advertising claims. The BLS Bugle reserves the right to 

refuse or discontinue any advertisement. No part of this newsletter may be reproduced with the express written consent of 
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 Welcome to BLS to all new members and thank you to our loyal 

members for your commitment to BLS and for your participation in our or-

ganization. We have so many wonderful members who continue to donate 

their time and energy to making living better for seniors. Membership in 

2009 blossomed to over 300. 

 I am looking forward to another exciting year working with BLS and 

Area Agency on Aging in 2010. Changes for the new year are starting right 

away with this BUGLE which is being printed on 10% recycled paper. Going 

Green is the theme of this BUGLE, so it is only appropriate that we change 

with the times.  

 Another change will be the promotion of the new BLS shopping 

website. Everyone can help with this project by starting your normal shop-

ping by going through the BLS website. Stacy Geier is the lead on this pro-

ject, proceeds benefit both BLS and Area Agency on Aging. Contact Stacy 

with questions: (sgeier@seniorhelpers.com) See page 6 for details. 

 Looking forward to a great 2010!  

 Sincerely, Shelly Ballard, BLS President 

 BLS MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The Better Living for Seniors  Consortium will promote 

continuing service excellence to seniors through proactive, 

visionary, and ethical  leadership in networking, education, 

and collaboration.  

The BLS website is:  

www.blspinellas.org  

The main goal of the site is to provide information to 

members and potential new members; how to join BLS, 

what each committee does and where and when they 

meet, how to place an ad in the BUGLE, sponsor a BUGLE, 

upcoming events and pictures of past events.   

THE BLS BUGLE is a quarterly publication which is sent to members by  

Feb1, May 1, Aug 1, Nov 1. 

mailto:Sherylhanson@thehospice.or
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Thanks to our BUGLE Sponsors... 


